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RECONSTRUCTION 

By 
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Q 


"He  that  answereth  a  matter  before  he  heareth  it, 
it  is  folly  and  shame  unto  him." — Pro<v.  18:13. 


/■pHIS  letter  contains  a  partial  record  of  what  the  members  of 
■"  The  Mother  Church,  in  annual  meeting  assembled,  have  done 
under  authority  of  the  Manual,  and,  in  Mrs.  Eddy's  time,  with 
her  full  approval. 

The  way  is  shown  whereby  the  government  of  the  Church  may 
be  administered  under  the  Manual  as  a  representative  democ- 
racy— as  our  Leader  intended. 

According  to  her  plan,  the  members  of  The  Mother  Church 
may  act  through  representatives,  and,  when  in  annual  meeting 
assembled,  are  the  court  of  last  resort  within  the  Church. 

The  preservation  of  Christian  healing  is  at  stake !  Obedience 
to  Mrs.  Eddy's  plan  of  constitutional  government  is  the  only 
salvation  of  the  Cause. 

CONSTITUTION.  The  Manual  of  The  Mother  Church  is  a 
Constitution,  so  understood  by  Mrs.  Eddy,  the  Discoverer  and 
Founder  of  Christian  Science,  and  so  admitted  by  the  Directors. 
(23)* 

To  the  officials  it  is  a  grant  of  power,  with  sharply  denned 
limitations. 

Powers  not  granted  are  reserved  to  The  Mother  Church  mem- 
bership. 

CHURCH.  The  word  "Church"  as  used  by  Mrs.  Eddy  in  the 
by-laws  quoted  herein,  is  not  a  synonym  for  the  Directors,  but 
means  Church  members.    (40) 

BENEFICIARIES.  The  members  of  The  Mother  Church,  in 
annual  meeting,  have  important  duties,  rights,  and  powers  as 
beneficiaries  under  the  Manual,  the  Trust  Deeds,  and  the  Will 
of  Mary  Baker  Eddy.     (14,  32,  52  to  69) 

DELIBERATIVE  ASSEMBLY.  The  members  are  author- 
ized to  act,  and  have  acted,  as  a  deliberative  assembly — with 
full  approval  of  Mrs.  Eddy,  and  the  Directors  of  her  day.  For 
example,  they  voted  in  due  form,  to  raise  and  contribute  the  sum 
of  $2,000,000.     (16  to  22,  28  to  30) 

VOTING  MEMBERS.  According  to  Mrs.  Eddy's  own  inter- 
pretation, all  members  have  been  full-fledged  "voting"  members 
since  1901.     (27,  14  to  22) 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS.  Vast  powers  belong  to  the  mem- 
bers in  annual  meeting  assembled.  The  scope  of  this  meeting 
is  clearly  defined  in  the  Manual.     (52,  27,  14  to  22,  35) 


(*Thc  numbers  in  parentheses  are  the  numbers  of  the  paragraphs  in  the  body  of  this  letter  where 
the  proof  of  these  statements  is  set  forth  in  detail.    In  the  quotations  the  italics  are  the  author's.) 
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